Oaks Community Church

North East Derbyshire

Safeguarding Policy Summary
1. Our Commitment
o We believe every child, young person, and adult has the right to be safe, valued, and
respected.
o We follow national safeguarding law, the Equality Act 2010, and the Care Act 2014.

o Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

2. Key Contacts

Safeguarding Coordinators

Emma Sherwood — £/ emma@oakscc.org.uk | & 07702 067149
John Fermer — & john@oakscc.org.uk | &, 07973 531838

If they are unavailable or involved:

€, Thirtyone:eight: 0303 003 1111 (option 2)

€. Derbyshire Children’s/Adult Social Services: 01629 533190

€, Police: 101 (or 999 in an emergency)

3. If You Have a Concern

1. Listen carefully — do not interrupt or promise secrecy.

2. Record what happened within 24 hours — write down dates, times, names, and exact words.

3. Report immediately if necessary, or within 24 hours — go to www.oakscc.org.uk/safeguarding
to fill out a post-it note or incident form.

4. Do not investigate — only statutory agencies do this.

4. Safe Practices

At least two leaders per group; correct adult-to-child ratios followed.

e No one under 16 is left in charge.

e DBS checks required for anyone working with under-18s or vulnerable adults.
e Avoid being alone with a child or young person where you cannot be seen.

e Respect privacy and dignity at all times.

(Based on the full Safeguarding Policy, v1.9, last reviewed 30/03/2023, next review 30/03/2025)
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5. Working with Children & Young People

e Positive behaviour management — never use physical punishment or shouting.
e Always obtain parental consent for trips, photos, or electronic communication.
e Be careful with social media — use group accounts, not personal ones. No private messaging.

e Pray with children/young people only with their permission, in open spaces, and sensitively.

6. Adults with Care & Support Needs

Adults may be at risk from: physical, emotional, sexual, financial, organisational, or

discriminatory abuse; neglect; domestic abuse; modern slavery.

Respect dignity, choices, and independence while ensuring safety.

7. Pastoral Care

We support anyone affected by abuse.

If someone known to pose a risk attends church, strict boundaries and supervision will be

put in place.

8. Remember

Safeguarding protects everyone.

If in doubt, speak up — it is always better to raise a concern than to stay silent.

A full copy of the safeguarding policy is available at www.oakscc.org.uk/safeguarding

(Based on the full Safeguarding Policy, v1.9, last reviewed 30/03/2023, next review 30/03/2025)



